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A. Dubois, Henri IV as Mars, 1601    J. Nocret, Louis XIV and his family as Olympic gods, 1670 

What is the state?  Taking the case of the paradigmatic early modern State – France – Jim Collins 
controversially argues that royal government, to justify the creation of the State as a social fact, first 
invented it as a modern theoretical construct. During the seventeenth century, the State slew the 
‘Républic’: from Henry IV onward, French ‘citizens’ came to identify the ‘patrie’ with the State, rather than 
the ‘respublique françoise’, while the traditional term ‘the public good’ was abandoned in favour of ‘the 
good of the State’. Other European polities also developed a theoretical compromise between State and 
Commonwealth that would define their emerging political forms. By the eve of Revolution, monarchs had 
become the Hercules of State trampling the Hydra of Anarchy: an image as dear to twenty-first century 
political leaders as to seventeenth-century kings.   
 

Jim  Collins is Professor of History at Georgetown University.  He is the author of From Tribes to Nation: The 
Making of France, 500-1799 (2002) and The State in Early Modern France (CUP, 2009, 2nd edn).  

 

Tuesday, 13 July 2010. 5pm. Clore Management Centre,  
Torrington Square, CLO 101 

 
Entry to the lecture is free but please RSVP to Dr Laura Stewart: l.stewart@bbk.ac.uk 

For more information about the conference see www.bbk.ac.uk/hca/about/conferences/powerandstate   


